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Appendix 5.5 Relevant Policies and Objectives 
 
Policies and objectives relevant to the proposed development and referenced in the chapter are presented 
in the following tables. Table 1 covers relevant policies and objectives found in the South Dublin County 
Development Plan 2016-2022, and includes those covering designated sites, water quality and biodiversity. 
Table 2 covers additional land use plan policies and objectives that are relevant in the wider area, together 
with the South Dublin County Development Plan 2016-2022, on European sites and water quality within 
Dublin Bay. 
 

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Development Plan 2016-2022 
Policy LHB19: Protection of Natural Heritage and the Environment 
It is Council policy to protect and conserve the environment including, in particular, the natural heritage 
of the County and to conserve and manage Nationally and Internationally important and EU designated 
sites - such as Special Protection Areas, candidate Special Areas of Conservation, proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas and Ramsar sites - as well as non-designated areas of high nature conservation value 
which serve as ‘Stepping Stones’ for the purposes of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive. 
Policy LHB20: Habitats Directive  
It is Council policy to ensure the protection of natural heritage and biodiversity, including European sites 
that form part of the Natura 2000 network, in accordance with relevant EU Environmental Directives 
and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines. 
Policy LHB22: Designated Sites  
It is Council policy to protect and preserve areas designated as proposed Natural Heritage Areas, 
candidate Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas. It is Council policy to promote 
the maintenance and as appropriate, delivery of ‘favourable’ conservation status of habitats and species 
within these areas. 
Policy EI2: Wastewater Treatment and Appropriate Assessment 
It is Council policy to provide adequate wastewater treatment facilities to serve the existing and future 
population of the County, subject to complying with the Water Framework Directive and the associated 
River Basin Management Plan or any updated version of this document, ‘Water Quality in Ireland 2007-
2009’ (EPA 2011) or any updated version of the document, Pollution Reduction Programmes for 
Designated Shellfish Areas, the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and the Habitats Directive. 
Policy El3: Surface Water Drainage and Appropriate Assessment 
It is Council policy to require that a Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) is applied to any development 
and that site specific solutions to surface water drainage systems are developed, which meet the 
requirements of the Water Framework Directive and the associated River Basin Management Plans and 
‘Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009’ (EPA 2011) or any updated version of the document. 

Table 1: Relevant land use plan policies/objectives within South Dublin County Development Plan 2016-2022 
relating to the protection of designated sites, water quality and biodiversity. 
 

Blackrock Local Area Plan (Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, 2015)  
NHC1  
It is an objective of the council to ensure the protection and preservation of the ecological integrity of 
the designated SPA, cSAC and pNHA within and abutting the Blackrock LAP boundary in the 
consideration and implementation of development proposals within the plan area. Any relevant 
development proposals shall be subject to Appropriate Assessment Screening in accordance with the 
requirements of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I.477 of 
2011) 
NHC2  
It is an objective of the Council to ensure the conservation of important foraging areas for Brent Geese, 
which are located within the boundary of the Blackrock Local Area Plan but are outside of the formally 
designated areas. An assessment of the use of grassland habitats by Brent Geese within the Plan area 
may be required where development proposals or land use changes are being considered 
NHC3  
It is an objective of the Council to have regard to the EU guidance document ‘The Implementation of 
the Birds and Habitats Directive in Estuaries and Coastal Zones’ (EU 2011) when assessing development 
in or near coastal areas which is likely to have significant effects on the integrity of any designated sites, 
coastal and marine fauna, flora and amenities. 
NHC5  
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It is an objective of the Council to protect and preserve the trees, woodlands and hedgerows within the 
Local Area Boundary. Any development proposals within the Blackrock LAP boundary shall have due 
regard to this overarching County Development Plan policy and to the Tree Strategy for Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown 2011 – 2015. 
NHC6  
It is an objective of the Council to conserve, enhance and manage the natural heritage within the Plan 
boundary, including its biodiversity, landscape and geological heritage and to promote an 
understanding of and sustainable access to it. 
NHC7  
It is an objective of the Council to support the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) in the 
maintenance and, as appropriate, the achievement of favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 
sites and their associated habitats and species to which the European Communities (Birds & Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 (SI.477 of 2011). 
NHC8  
It is an objective of the Council to protect and enhance biodiversity within the Plan boundary in 
accordance with the Green City Guidelines. Habitats including watercourses, hedgerows and woodlands 
act as corridors and links for wildlife and are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange 
of wild species. 
NHC10  
It is an objective of the Council to encourage and facilitate the implementation of measures to control 
and manage alien / invasive species (e.g. Japanese knotweed, giant hogweed, Himalayan balsam, etc.) 
and noxious weeds (e.g. ragwort, thistle, dock, etc.) within the Plan boundary. 

Table 2: Relevant land use plan policies/objectives within the Blackrock Local Area Plan (Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, 2015) relating to the protection of designated sites, water quality and 
biodiversity. 
 

South Dublin County Development Plan 2016-2022 
G Policy 1 Green Infrastructure 
It is the policy of the Council to protect, enhance and further develop a multifunctional Green 
Infrastructure network by building an interconnected network of parks, open spaces, hedgerows, 
grasslands, protected areas, and rivers and streams that provide a shared space for amenity and 
recreation, biodiversity protection, flood management and adaptation to climate change. 
G1 Objective 1 
To establish a coherent, integrated and evolving Green Infrastructure network across South Dublin 
County with parks, open spaces, hedgerows, grasslands, protected areas, and rivers and streams 
forming the strategic links and to integrate the objectives of the Green Infrastructure Strategy 
throughout all relevant Council plans, such as Local Area Plans and other approved plans. 
G2 Objective 1 
To reduce fragmentation of the Green Infrastructure network and strengthen ecological links between 
urban areas, Natura 2000 sites, proposed Natural Heritage Areas, parks and open spaces and the wider 
regional Green Infrastructure network. 
G2 Objective 9 
To preserve, protect and augment trees, groups of trees, woodlands and hedgerows within the County 
by increasing tree canopy coverage using locally native species and by incorporating them within design 
proposals and supporting their integration into the Green Infrastructure network. 
G Policy 3 Watercourses Network 
It is the policy of the Council to promote the natural, historical and amenity value of the County’s 
watercourses; to address the long-term management and protection of these corridors and to 
strengthen links at a regional level. 
G3 Objective 1 
To promote the natural, historical and amenity value of the County’s watercourses and address the long-
term management and protection of these corridors in the South Dublin Green Infrastructure Strategy. 
G3 Objective 2 
To maintain a biodiversity protection zone of not less than 10 metres from the top of the bank of all 
watercourses in the County, with the full extent of the protection zone to be determined on a case by 
case basis by the Planning Authority, based on site specific characteristics and sensitivities. Strategic 
Green Routes and Trails identified in the South Dublin Tourism Strategy, 2015; the Greater Dublin Area 
Strategic Cycle Network; and other government plans or programmes will be open for consideration 
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within the biodiversity protection zone, subject to appropriate safeguards and assessments, as these 
routes increase the accessibility of the Green Infrastructure network. 
G3 Objective 5 
To restrict the encroachment of development on watercourses, and provide for protection measures to 
watercourses and their banks, including but not limited to: the prevention of pollution of the 
watercourse, the protection of the river bank from erosion, the retention and/or provision of wildlife 
corridors and the protection from light spill in sensitive locations, including during construction of 
permitted development. 
G6 Objective 1 
To protect and enhance existing ecological features including tree stands, woodlands, hedgerows and 
watercourses in all new developments as an essential part of the design process. 
HCL12 Objective 1  
To prevent development that would adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 site located within 
and immediately adjacent to the County and promote favourable conservation status of habitats and 
protected species including those listed under the Birds Directive, the Wildlife Acts and the Habitats 
Directive. 
HCL12 Objective 2  
To ensure that projects that give rise to significant direct, indirect or secondary impacts on Natura 2000 
sites, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will not be permitted unless the 
following is robustly demonstrated in accordance with Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive and S.177AA 
of the Planning and Development Act (2000 – 2010) or any superseding legislation:  
1. There are no less damaging alternative solutions available; and  
2. There are imperative reasons of overriding public interest (as defined in the Habitats Directive) 
requiring the project to proceed; and  
3. Adequate compensatory measures have been identified that can be put in place. 
HCL15 Objective 3 
To protect existing trees, hedgerows, and woodlands which are of amenity or biodiversity value and/ or 
contribute to landscape character and ensure that proper provision is made for their protection and 
management in accordance with Living with Trees: South Dublin County Council’s Tree Management 
Policy 2015-2020. 
IE Policy 1 Water & Wastewater  
It is the policy of the Council to work in conjunction with Irish Water to protect existing water and 
drainage infrastructure and to promote investment in the water and drainage network to support 
environmental protection and facilitate the sustainable growth of the County.  
IE1 Objective 1 
To work in conjunction with Irish Water to protect, manage and optimise water supply and foul drainage 
networks in the County.  
IE1 Objective 2 
To work in conjunction with Irish Water to facilitate the timely delivery of ongoing upgrades and the 
expansion of water supply and wastewater services to meet the future needs of the County and the 
Region. 
IE Policy 2 Surface Water & Groundwater  
It is the policy of the Council to manage surface water and to protect and enhance ground and surface 
water quality to meet the requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive.  
IE2 Objective 1 
To maintain, improve and enhance the environmental and ecological quality of our surface waters and 
groundwater by implementing the programme of measures set out in the Eastern River Basin District 
River Basin Management Plan. 
IE2 Objective 3 
To maintain and enhance existing surface water drainage systems in the County and promote and 
facilitate the development of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS), including integrated 
constructed wetlands, at a local, district and County level, to control surface water outfall and protect 
water quality.  
IE2 Objective 4 
To incorporate Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) as part of Local Area Plans, Planning 
Schemes, Framework Plans and Design Statements to address the potential for Sustainable Urban 
Drainage at a site and/or district scale, including the potential for wetland facilities.  
IE2 Objective 5 
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To limit surface water run-off from new developments through the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems (SUDS) and avoid the use of underground attenuation and storage tanks.  
IE2 Objective 6 
To promote and support the retrofitting of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) in established 
urban areas, including integrated constructed wetlands. 
IE2 Objective 9  
To protect water bodies and watercourses, including rivers, streams, associated undeveloped riparian 
strips, wetlands and natural floodplains, within the County from inappropriate development. This will 
include protection buffers in riverine and wetland areas as appropriate (see also Objective G3 Objective 
2 – Biodiversity Protection Zone). 
Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023 
Objective NH10  
Ensure that the Council takes full account of the requirements of the Habitats and Birds Directives, as 
they apply both within and without European Sites in the performance of its functions. 
Objective NH11 
Ensure that the Council, in the performance of its functions, takes full account of the objectives and 
management practices proposed in any management or related plans for European Sites in and adjacent 
to Fingal published by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. 
Objective NH15 
Strictly protect areas designated or proposed to be designated as Natura 2000 sites (i.e. Special Areas 
of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs); also known as European sites) including 
any areas that may be proposed for designation or designated during the period of this Plan. 
Objective SW04 
Require the use of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) to minimise and limit the extent of hard 
surfacing and paving and require the use of sustainable drainage techniques where appropriate, for new 
development or for extensions to existing developments, in order to reduce the potential impact of 
existing and predicted flooding risks. 
Objective WQ01 
Strive to achieve ‘good status’ in all waterbodies in compliance with the Water Framework Directive, 
the Eastern River Basin District Management Plan 2009-2015 and the associated Programme of 
Measures (first cycle) and to cooperate with the development and implementation of the second cycle 
national River Basin Management Plan 2017-2021. 
Objective WQ04 
Protect existing riverine wetland and coastal habitats and where possible create new habitats to 
maintain naturally functioning ecosystems whilst ensuring they do not impact negatively on the 
conservation objectives of any European Sites. 
Objective WT01 
Liaise with and work in conjunction with Irish Water during the lifetime of the plan for the provision, 
extension and upgrading of waste water collection and treatment systems in all towns and villages of 
the County to serve existing populations and facilitate sustainable development of the County, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Settlement Strategy and associated Core Strategy.  
Objective WT02 
Liaise with Irish Water to ensure the provision of wastewater treatment systems in order to ensure 
compliance with existing licences, EU Water Framework Directive, River Basin Management Plans, the 
Urban Wastewater Directive and the EU Habitats Directive. 
Wicklow County Development Plan 2016-2022 
NH2  
No projects giving rise to significant cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary impacts on Natura 2000 
sites arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to 
land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, decommissioning 
or from any other effects shall be permitted on the basis of this plan (either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects). 
Except as provided for in Section 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be a) no alternative 
solution available, b) imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the project to proceed; and c) 
Adequate compensatory measures in place. 
NH3  
To contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of designated ecological sites including candidate 
Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs); Wildlife Sites (including 
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proposed Natural Heritage Areas); Salmonid Waters; Flora Protection Order sites; Wildfowl Sanctuaries 
(see S.I. 192 of 1979); Freshwater Pearl Mussel catchments; and Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). To 
contribute towards compliance with relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National 
Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines, including the following and any updated/superseding 
documents: 

• EU Directives, including the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC, as amended)7 , the Birds Directive 
(2009/147/EC)8 , the Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC)9 , the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC, as amended), the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) and the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC).  

• National legislation, including the Wildlife Act 197610, the European Communities (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 1989 (SI No. 349 of 1989) (as amended), the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 
2000, the European Union (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (as amended), the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended), the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 (SI No. 477 of 2011) and the European Communities (Environmental Liability) 
Regulations 200811.  

• National policy guidelines (including any clarifying Circulars or superseding versions of same), including 
the Landscape and Landscape Assessment Draft Guidelines 2000, the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Sub-Threshold Development Guidelines 2003, Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Guidelines 2004 and the Appropriate Assessment Guidance 2010.  

• Catchment and water resource management Plans, including Eastern and South Eastern River Basin 
Management Plan 2009-2015 (including any superseding versions of same). 

• Biodiversity Plans and guidelines, including Actions for Biodiversity 2011-2016: Ireland’s 2nd National 
Biodiversity Plan (including any superseding version of same).  

• Ireland’s Environment 2014 (EPA, 2014, including any superseding versions of same), and to make 
provision where appropriate to address the report’s goals and challenges. 
NH4  
All projects and plans arising from this plan12 (including any associated improvement works or 
associated infrastructure) will be screened for the need to undertake Appropriate Assessment under 
Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. A plan or project will only be authorised after the competent authority 
has ascertained, based on scientific evidence, Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and a Stage 2 
Appropriate Assessment where necessary, that:  
1) The Plan or project will not give rise to significant adverse direct, indirect or secondary effects on the 
integrity of any European site (either individually or in combination with other plans or projects); or  
2) The Plan or project will have significant adverse effects on the integrity of any European site (that 
does not host a priority natural habitat type and / or a priority species) but there are no alternative 
solutions and the plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding 
public interest, including those of a social or economic nature. In this case, it will be a requirement to 
follow procedures set out in legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary 
to ensure the protection of the overall coherence of Natura 2000; or  
3) The Plan or project will have a significant adverse effect on the integrity of any European site (that 
hosts a natural habitat type and/or a priority species) but there are no alternative solutions and the plan 
or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons for overriding public interest, 
restricted to reasons of human health or public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary 
importance for the environment or, further to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest. In this case, it will be a requirement to follow procedures set out 
in legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary to ensure the protection 
of the overall coherence of Natura 2000. 
NH5  
To maintain the conservation value of all proposed and future Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and to 
protect other designated ecological sites in Wicklow. 
Along with cSACs, SPAs and pNHA these include Salmonid Waters; Flora Protection Order sites; Wildfowl 
Sanctuaries (see S.I. 192 of 1979); Freshwater Pearl Mussel catchments; and Tree Preservation Orders 
(TPOs). 
WI2  
To protect existing and potential water resources of the County, in accordance with the EU Water 
Framework Directive, the River Basin Management Plans, the Groundwater Protection Scheme and 
source protection plans for public water supplies. 
WI12  
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Ensure the implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and in particular, to ensure 
that all surface water generated in a new development is disposed of on-site or is attenuated and 
treated prior to discharge to an approved surface water system. 
WI6  
In order to fulfil the objectives of the Core Strategy, Wicklow County Council will work alongside and 
facilitate the delivery of Irish Water’s Water Services Investment Programme, to ensure that all lands 
zoned for development are serviced by an adequate wastewater collection and treatment system and 
in particular, to endeavour to secure the delivery of regional and strategic wastewater schemes. In 
particular, to support and facilitate the development of a WWTP in Arklow, at an optimal location 
following detailed technical and environmental assessment and public consultation. 
WI7  
Permission will be considered for private wastewater treatment plants for single rural houses where: · 
the specific ground conditions have been shown to be suitable for the construction of a treatment plant 
and any associated percolation area;  

• the system will not give rise to unacceptable adverse impacts on ground waters / aquifers and the type 
of treatment proposed has been drawn up in accordance with the appropriate groundwater protection 
response set out in the Wicklow Groundwater Protection Scheme (2003);  

• the proposed method of treatment and disposal complies with Wicklow County Council’s Policy for 
Wastewater Treatment & Disposal Systems for Single Houses (PE ≤ 10) and the Environmental 
Protection Agency “Wastewater Treatment Manuals”; and  

• in all cases the protection of ground and surface water quality shall remain the overriding priority and 
proposals must definitively demonstrate that the proposed development will not have an adverse 
impact on water quality standards and requirements set out in EU and national legislation and guidance 
documents. 
WI9  
Private wastewater treatment plants for commercial / employment generating development will only 
be considered where:  

• Irish Water has confirmed the site is due to be connected to a future public system in the area6 or Irish 
Water have confirmed there are no plans for a public system in the area;  

• it can clearly demonstrated that the proposed system can meet all EPA / Local Authority environmental 
criteria; and  

• an annually renewed contract for the management and maintenance of the system is contracted with a 
reputable company / person, details of which shall be provided to the Local Authority. 

Table 3: Relevant land use plan policies/objectives relating to the protection of European sites and water 
quality in Dublin Bay. 
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